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35-year-old lady with flaccid quadriparesis

FLAIR high signal in bilateral temporalis & subcutaneous edema



35-year-old lady with flaccid quadriparesis

Soft tissue edema in muscular, intermuscular and subcutaneous planes



35-year-old lady with flaccid quadriparesis

Dermatomyositis



Dermatomyositis

• Most common idiopathic inflammatory 

myopathy 

• Diagnostic criteria includes erythematous skin 

rashes, proximal muscle weakness, elevated C 

reactive protein and muscle enzymes, 

electromyographic and biopsy findings

• Important to assess the extent and severity of  

muscle inflammation in evaluating disease 

activity and response to therapy

Spalkit S, Sinha A, Prakash M, Sandhu MS. Dermatomyositis: Patterns of  MRI findings in muscles, fascia and skin of  pelvis and thigh. 
Eur J Radiol. 2021 Aug;141:109812. 

• MRI findings range from very subtle superficial 

tissue involvement (skin or subcutaneous fat) 

to extensive muscle as well as myofascial 

involvement.

• Gadolinium contrast enhancement is not 

routinely employed as it does not give added 

information over fluid sensitive sequences

• Differential diagnosis – Polymyositis (does not 

affect the skin)



Thank you
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